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Acting
on AIDS
provides HIV
testing

Hope College w Holland, Michigan

Men repeat as MIAA champions

Megan Harper
Guest Writer

Acting on AIDS will host an
HIV Testing Day Wednesday,
Feb. 25, in collaboration with
the Ottawa County Health
Department.
Acting on AIDS leaders
Allison Smith (’09) and Edleda
James (’09) say that the purpose
of this event is not to identify
and ostracize those infected with
HIV but rather to help Hope
students take responsibility on
the issue and know their own
status.
One of the goals of this event
is to reduce the stigma attached
to the disease. Smith and James
say that they had an extremely
difficult time even getting an
HIV testing day underway due
to the controversial nature of
the issue.
“Even some faculty members
raised eyebrows”, Smith said. “We
need to get rid of the mindset
that it’s better not to know.”
Acting on AIDS leaders
feel that many Hope students
assume they are untouched by
the issue of HIV since they attend
a conservative private school in
a small suburb of Michigan.
Acting on AIDS says that
misinformation
and
naïve
misconceptions are the most
dangerous hindrances to the
fight against HIV and AIDS.
James said that AIDS is
“happening in America, it’s
happening in Michigan, and it’s
happening here.”
Acting on AIDS encourages
everyone within the Hope
community to get tested even
if they think that they know
without a doubt that their results
will be negative.
Smith and James say that by
being tested, Hope students can
“stand in solidarity” and work
with those who fear they have
the disease and help them work
through their apprehensions.
The testing process is
completely confidential and there
will be therapists available.
The testing will be held in the
Science Center Atrium as well as
rooms 1106 and 1108.
Acting on AIDS also
conducted a discussion on HIV
and AIDS in America on Feb.
24.

Photo by Hope PR

The sweet taste of victory— Ryan Nelis (’10) celebrates a victory at the MIAA championships. Nelis helped lead the

Dutchmen to a second straight conference win. The women also had a strong meet, finishing second to Calvin College.
See full story on page 11.

‘Vagina Monologues’ benefits local agencies
Emily West

Campus News Editor

For the third consecutive
year, Hope students produced
and directed “The Vagina Monologues” at Park Theatre. The
monologues come from what is
called the V-Day campaign.
“The goal of the V-Day campaign is to one day stop violence
against women and girls,” said
Laura Van Tassell (’09), director
of this year’s production.
According to the V-Day
organization’s website, the VDay movement “has raised over
$60 million and educated millions about the issue of violence
against women and the efforts
to end it, crafted international
education, media and PSA campaigns, launched the Karama
program in the Middle East,
reopened shelters, and funded
over 5000 community-based
anti-violence programs as well
as safe houses in Kenya, South
Dakota, Egypt and Iraq.”
Van Tassell has been involved
in the monologues all three
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years: first as a performer and
then as a performer and director
for the past two years.
“I got involved in this fundraising effort to help those
strong wonderful women in my
life and to help women all over
the world. I hope that someday
if I have a daughter she will not
need to be afraid,” she said.
Anna Pizzimenti (’10), the
producer of this year’s show
has also been involved with the
monologues for three years.
She said, “I was involved in it
(‘The Vagina Monologues’) the
first year because I read the book
and it changed my life. I realized
how much power it had to transform the lives of women.”
“The play doesn’t ask the audience to agree with every story;
it asks the audience to listen,”
Pizzimenti said.
V-Day raises awareness each
year by giving attention to a
particular group of women in
the spotlight monologue. This
year’s spotlight monologue was
a tribute to the women of the

Democratic Republic of Congo.
The rest of our profits will stay
According to “The Vagina here in Michigan and go to the
Monolgues” program, women
see MONOLOGUES, page 2
and girls of the DRC
have been victims of
systemic sexual violence
as rape is a common
weapon of war.
These crimes are
very rarely acknowledged and most times,
perpetrators
remain
unpunished. The legal
and medical responses
to these atrocities have
been limited by a lack of
resources.
V-Day has teamed up
with UNICEF, including
UN and NGO partners,
to fight this humanitarian crisis.
Van Tassell said,
“This year 10% of our
profits will go to the
city of Joy in the ConPhoto by Kevin Soubly
go to help women and speaking
out
against
girls who have become violence— Hope alumna Miriah
victims of the horrible Lawrence performs a monologue.
war still raging there.

Michigan
Employment—
Governor
Granholm works to bring jobs to Michigan.
Page 3
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International Food— Students experience
multicultural food.
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This Week at Hope
Wednesday
Free AIDS Testing

Feb. 25

Science Center Rooms 1106 , 1108,
Atrium

Thursday
Feb. 26
Dance 35: Opening Night
Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m. (Also
Feb. 27-28, March 6-7).

Friday
Feb. 27
‘Big Love’: Opening Night
Theatre Production, DeWitt Main Theatre, 8 p.m. (Also Feb. 28, March 5-7)

Saturday
Feb. 28
International Food Fair
Maas Auditorium, 7-9 p.m. Tickets
will be available at the door. The
public is invited.

Sunday
Faculty Recital

March 1

Andrew Le, piano. Dimnent Chapel,
2 p.m.

Monday
March 2
“What is Abortion Really
About?”
Political Science lecture. Maas Auditorium, 9 p.m.

Tuesday
Danforth Lecture

March 3

Guest lecturer Dr. Allen Verhey of
Duke University speaks. Maas Auditorium, 4 p.m.

In Brief
Food Fair presents
international cuisine
The Hope College International
Food Fair will be held Saturday,
Feb. 28 from 7-9 p.m. in the
Maas Center Auditorium. The
International Food Fair has
been sponsored by international
students for over 25 years and
features many cuisines of different
nations and cultures.
Hope
students cook and present their
dishes in authentic attire. The
dishes will also be accompanied
by displays informing Food Fair
participants on the dish and the
culture.
Tickets will be available at
the door for $1 each. Food Fair
participants will be able to buy a
dish for either one or two tickets
apiece. The International Food
Fair is open to the public.

Dinner honors
women of color
The 12th annual “Hope College
Women of Color Celebration
Dinner” will be held will be held
Wednesday, March 4 at 5 p.m. in
the Maas Center Auditorium.
At the dinner, outstanding
senior women will reflect on
their experiences. The student
speakers include Sarah Brower,
Leticia Parker, Barbra Rubio and
Carmen Ruffino. The dinner will
also include a recognition for all
senior students of color.
Tickets are $5 for Hope faculty
and staff, $2 for students and $7
for the general public and are
available through the Hope office
of multicultural education.
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Trayless Tuesday: Take Two
Matt Oosterhouse
Copy Editor

The “5:30 (p.m.) rush” hit
Phelps Dining Hall like a colony
of ants swarming upon a leftover
watermelon rind.
Students
streamed into the serving area in
Phelps and proceeded to scramble
and queue en masse for their food
during dinnertime on Tuesday,
Feb. 17.
The scene was typical Phelps
Dining Hall pandemonium,
except that seven out of 10 diners,
on average, were choosing to
bypass trays and go “trayless” on
the third installment of “Trayless
Tuesdays” in Phelps Hall.
According
to
Bob
VanHeukelom, director of Hope
College Dining Services, the
difference between the statistics
gathered from “trayless” Feb.
17 and “normal” Feb. 18 were
startling in terms of the amount
of food waste and water and
detergent usage.
On Trayless Tuesday Feb.
17, Phelps served 2,488 students
throughout the whole day, which
resulted in a reduction of 222
gallons of water, eight pounds

of detergent, and 207 pounds of
food waste in Phelps Hall when
compared with Feb. 18, on which
2,469 students were served.
“I’m hoping that as (students)
see the charts and statistics, that
that will encourage them to want
to participate because they see
that they’re making a difference,”
VanHeukelom said.
According to VanHeukelom,
the economic impact of trayless
dining is worth noting as well.
“In addition to the college’s
increase of tuition by 2.9 percent,
food cost inflation is projected to
be five percent,” VanHeukelom
said. “(Trayless dining is) an
important program that we can
participate in to help bridge the
gap between the difference of
rates.”
Student reaction at Hope to
trayless dining appears mixed.
While 80 percent participated
in Trayless Tuesday on Feb. 10,
only 70 percent—1,775 diners—
participated on Feb. 17. Katie
Opatik-Duff (’12) made the
decision to go trayless on Feb.
17.
“It’s a little less convenient,
but it’s OK because I go without

a tray most of the
time,”
OpatikDuff said. “I think
it’s cool that we’re
doing something
environmental
and
reducing
wasted food.”
On the other
hand,
there
are those who
do enjoy the
convenience that
a tray has to offer.
“It’s easier to
carry stuff,” Jake
Hall (‘12) said.
Adding to that,
Alex Jones (’12)
said, “I actually
went
trayless
earlier but I like
to take more than
two drinks with
Photo by Matt Oosterhouse
my meal.”
F u r t h e r Phelps Fights waste— Service
frustrations
are Manager Rhonda Dirette sends trayless
the number of dishes down the renovated dish line for
trips it takes to get sorting by Bob VanHeukelom, director of
the same amount Dining Services.
of food one could
carry on a tray.
like 20 trips back and forth to get
“I’ve done trayless and it’s
see TRAYLESS, page 10

Hope applicants connect with Ning
Karie Luidens

Senior Staff Writer

Say the word “Ning” to
students on campus this year,
and you’re likely to get nothing
more than a confused look.
Come fall, though, the incoming
freshman class will know just
what you’re talking about.
Though virtually unheard-of
compared to its celebrity cousins,
Ning.com is yet another social
networking website designed to
connect individuals who share
a similar interest—in this case,
Hope College.
Starting this year, the Hope
admissions office is sending an
invitation to all accepted high
school applicants asking them to
sign up and join Hope’s network.
The first round of invites was
sent mid-January to prospective
students of the class of 2013,
who—if they choose to take
the next step of enrolling—will
arrive this August, 2009.
“What we’re trying to do there
is foster relationships between
students before they arrive at
Hope,” said Andrew Meyers of
the admissions office. “We think
that doing so will allow them to

start to build a real connection
with Hope and might positively
influence them to attend this
fall.”
Potential freshmen who sign
up can use the Hope network to
participate in discussion forums,
write their own blogs, post video
and photos, and chat live with
other students who are logged in
at the same time.
“There are already a lot of
Hope-related Facebook sites that
students start,” Vice President
for Admissions Bill Vanderbilt
said.
Apparently the demand for
networking is there. In the past
some freshmen-to-be have
even used Facebook groups to
organize get-togethers in their
regions in order to meet before
their first semester began.
But such activities were going
on without any official Hope
involvement. And in the absence
of centralized administration, the
groups are scattered, difficult to
find, and frequently overlapping.
With Ning, Hope can create its
own site specifically for accepted
students, and regulate content
and membership in an official

capacity.
some questions have yet to be
Ning sets itself apart from answered. Vanderbilt says that
other networking platforms with the admissions office intends to
the flexibility it offers its users. clarify social network-related
While sites like Facebook and policies over the course of this
Zinch use the same minimalist semester and beyond.
template for every one of its
“We’ve got some guidelines for
pages, Ning is deliberately use that were suggested by some
designed to give its users as students, thoughtful guidelines
much freedom as possible in regarding—remember these are
creating their own looks.
your prospective classmates,
Each page has its own user- respect them, there are longdesigned logo and layout, giving term relations that you’re going
it far more personality than the to have,” Vanderbilt said.
standardized group pages seen
In other regards, the future
elsewhere.
of Hope’s Ning network remains
But don’t bother trying to uncertain. The admissions staff
find out how Hope designed its sees potential for use beyond
page layout: the site is strictly for encouraging admitted applicants
the class of 2013.
to enroll, but actual plans have
“It has privacy options that yet to be specified.
allow us to
create a site that
keep coming back for more about
is only available
to the students
a look at hope’s use of social networking
we
invite,
creating a sense
February 18
of exclusivity,”

hopecollege.online

Meyers said.
Because
Hope’s use of
Ning is still in
its first phases,

February 25
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‘Monologues’ plays at Park Theatre

w MONOLOGUES, from page
1

Center for Women in Transition
and the Children’s Advocacy
Center.”
Van Tassell said, “Because
the cast is different each year
and no audience is the same as
another, ‘The Vagina Monologues’ remains an ever-changing production.”

Pizzimenti said, “It was such
a good show. Our rapport with
the audience was awesome.”
“Another difference from past
years was a piece based on interviews with Native American
Women of the Oglala Lakota
Nation on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota,” Van
Tassell said.
Van Tassell argued that the
show is worthwhile for multiple

reasons. She said, “The show raises money which is a great help to
those who receive it. It also sparks
conversation. How can we expect
the violence to stop if people
aren’t aware that it still goes on?”
The production remains
unwelcome on Hope’s campus.
“It’s unfathomable that it is not
allowed on campus. As Christian
adults we are able to think for
ourselves. It’s heart-wrenching

sign in

for me to see people fight against
my fight for peace,” Pizzimenti
said.
Van Tassell is graduating in
May but has high hopes for the
future of the production. “I
hope that someday ‘The Vagina
Monologues’ will be allowed on
campus, but until then we are
happy to have our V-Day home
at the Park Theatre here in Holland,” Van Tassell said.

February 25, 2009
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Hope in an economic storm— Gov. Granholm gives

her seventh State of the State address in the State Capitol
on Feb. 3 saying that Michigan will weather the economic
downturn by prioritizing jobs, education and families.
AP Photo/Carlos Osorio

Gov. Granholm hopes to aid slow economy with bill, new jobs
Cory Lakatos
Guest Writer

Following a 31-3 vote in the
state Senate and unanimous
approval in the House, Michigan
Gov. Jennifer Granholm has
signed into law a bill providing
generous tax incentives for the
development and manufacture
of lithium ion batteries for use
in hybrid and electric cars.
“We want Michigan to be
positioned as the battery capital
of the world,” Granholm said. The

governor and legislators hope
that $355 million in tax credits
will encourage companies to
research automotive batteries,
which would in turn bring jobs
to the state. Michigan has already
found some success with giving
tax credits to the film industry.
According to Granholm,
rechargeable
lithium
ion
batteries have the potential to be
used in homes and businesses as
well as cars. Obtaining an early
lead in this new industry could

P ERSPECTIVES

only help the currently ailing
Michigan economy. Research
by Detroit Renaissance indicates
that Michigan’s economic growth
is trailing behind the national
average in 90 percent of 300
categories, and the state suffered
the loss of 38,000 manufacturing
jobs in 2008. The automotive
industry has been especially
hard hit. General Motors and
Chrysler LLC received $17
billion in loans from the federal
government and have recently

requested another $21.6 billion.
The weak economy has also
caused delays in the construction
of a Flint factory expected to
make GM’s Chevrolet Volt, a
plug-in electric car the company
has been hyping.
Ironically, GM has said that
the Volt will utilize batteries
manufactured by the South
Korean company LG Chem,
illustrating the challenge that
the dog-eat-dog world of the
global economy will present

to the battery industry in
Michigan. Though Ann Arbor
manufacturers, making use of
the brains at the University of
Michigan, are in position to
pioneer battery production
within the state, they face
strong competitors in China,
South Korea, and Japan. Asian
companies have a decades-long
head start in manufacturing
smaller lithium ion batteries,
giving them an advantage in the
see Granholm, page 10

Seven richest countries band together to tackle world economic crisis
Benjamin O’Dell
Guest Writer

No matter where you look
these days, it is quite obvious
that the United States is in a
deep financial crisis, and unfortunately the rest of the world is
no different.
Finance experts from seven
countries, including Britain,
France, Germany, Italy, Canada,
Japan and the United States, met
recently to discuss the current
state of the world’s economy. It
was the first international meeting for new U.S. Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner, who was
also joined by Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke on Feb.
14 at the Italian Finance Ministry.
The key revelation was that
the world’s “economic powers”
must refrain from protectionist
methods in attempting to repair
their individual economies. In
common English, countries are
urged to keep their doors open
to trade and not impose excessive tariffs or quotas in order to
limit foreign competition.
If developed countries such
as the United States and others
were to suddenly put a halt to
imports and focus solely on promoting a “domestic” lifestyle, the
effect on the world’s economy
would be crippling, especially
to those countries that are particularly underdeveloped in the
first place. The world’s economy

thrives when countries (particularly the United States, India, and
China) are in constant trade, so
policies that would hinder that
are being greatly discouraged.
This puts the United States in
a rather awkward position, since
our economy is primarily based
on imports and
exports, yet we
have a president
who’s encouraging us to
“buy American” and
bring
o u r
focus
back
home
rather
than keep
an overseas
perspective.
In
order to
preserve
t h e
world’s
economy, the
b e s t
thing

Graphic by Karie Luidens

economic leaders can do is reinvest capital in banks, and find a
way to get rid of the banks’ toxic
assets, which was the main reason behind the $700 billion bailout that we saw last fall.
Regardless of our economic position, new data has just
shown that Europe as a whole
is going further and further into
their economic meltdown. Germany’s GDP sank 2.1 percent in
the fourth quarter
compared

to

the previous quarter. Italy and
France went down 1.8 and 1.2
percent, respectively.
That
might not sound like a very big
drop, but when we’re speaking
in terms of billions or trillions
of dollars, a 1 or 2 percent drop
is suddenly a huge decline. The
global financial group is eager
for their next meeting in April,
and they are hoping to be able to
influence the
economic
policies
o
f

world powers
India and China.
While we as students at Hope
College are probably not directly
involved with these economic
policies and decisions, it is a good
idea for us to be aware of what’s
going on. The world definitely
is in a major financial crunch,
and we as the United States have
a major place within it. Think
about it: we would just be living
up to the stereotypical view of
young people if we did remain
completely aloof to what’s going
on, and I think that’s the last way
most of us want to be seen.

National
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“For me, the slums were
so extraordinary. This
is something that’s very
difficult to convey. I think
when you go, if you don’t
know the city, as I didn’t,
part of you expects abject
poverty. And what you
find, of course, is an extraordinary energy of life
there.”
– Danny Boyle, director of
“Slumdog Millionaire,” defending
his film against Indian critics who
claim the film exploits the poor
of India

“It’s one that will invest
in our most important
priorities like energy and
education, health care
and a new infrastructure
that are necessary to keep
us strong and competitive in the 21st century.”
– President Obama on his new
stimulus plan and how it is more
than just a quick fix

“You’re never going to be
able to fully use renewables until batteries can
store energy for times
when the wind’s not
blowing and the sun’s not
shining.”

– Rep. Bart Gordon, a D-Tenn.
and chair of the Science & Technology committee, on the new
challenge the government faces in
finding fuel for the future

“Women needed a
chance to not be playing
mothers all the time.”

– Robin Gerber, author of “Barbie and Ruth,” on the influence of
Barbie on society (America will
celebrate Barbie’s 50th birthday
next month.)

“There was a time where
people had home-economics and debutante
training and so on and so
forth, and today [manners have] absolutely
diminished in young
people’s lives”
– Kelli Finglass, the Dallas Cowboys cheerleading director, on
why the manners segment of the
television show “Dallas Cowboys
Cheerleaders: Making the Team”
is so important

“The reality is that there’s
too much money in baseball and in other professional sports to allow a
more aggressive
approach.”
- Edwin Moses, the chairman of
the Laureus World Sports Academy, on why there is little being
done about banned steroid use in
professional baseball

“In the end, all that matters is that, despite our
best efforts, sometimes we
take the very lives we are
trying to protect.”
Adm. Michael Mullen on the detrimental effects that Afghani civilian
casualties have on the U.S. mission
in Afghanistan

Taliban militants agree to ceasefire
2002 for recruiting combatants
to fight the United States forces
Following talks in the town of in Afghanistan.
Timagera, Pakistan authorities
The Swat Valley has had a
have reached a 10-day ceasefire troubled history in recent years.
agreement with Taliban mili- Government security forces and
tants in the Swat Valley region militants have been fighting off
of Pakistan, says Taliban spokes- and on since November 2007. In
that time, in excess of 1,000 civilman Muslim Khan.
A part of the North West ians have been killed in TalibanFrontier Province, the Swat Val- sanctioned beheadings and army
shellings.
ley was Pakistan’s
Many more
primary tourist dishave
been
trict, drawing skiWe just want to see
displaced, loers and trout-fishing
an end to this bloody
cal politicians
aficionados before
fighting. We do not
have
been
the Islamic militant
mind what way it
targeted, and
group Tehreek Nicomes.
girls’ schools
faz-e-Shariat
Mo—Fazal Wadood
have
been
hammadi (TNSM),
Teacher in the swat
burned down
lead by radical cleric
valley region
as part of
Maulana Fazlullah,
an effort by
established its conTNSM and
trol over the region.
the Taliban to
TNSM is an ally of
the Taliban.
institute fundamentalist Islamic
Sufi Mohammed, former lead- law in the region.
“Our whole struggle is for the
er of TNSM, has recently been
released by Pakistani authori- enforcement of Shariah [Islamic]
ties after promising to cooperate law,” said Khan. “If this [agreewith the government and head ment] really brings us the impletalks between the two parties. mentation of Shariah, we will
Mohammed was imprisoned in fully cooperate with it.”
Cory Lakatos

Guest Writer

“

“
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As part of the agreement, the happen.
“It is hard to view this as anygovernment has promised to
thing other than
cease military ofa negative develfensives and implement Shariah
If this [agreement] opment,” said an
law in the area.
really brings us the im- anonymous senior Defense DeAs a sign of good
faith,
militants plementation of Shari- partment official.
have released a ah, we will fully coop- Athar Minallah,
a lawyer and
Chinese engineer erate with it.
civil rights acthat they had been
—Sufi Mohammed
holding hostage
tivist, called the
Former leader of
TNSM
for five months.
ceasefire a “great
Previous talks
surrender”
to
with Swat mili“a handful of
tants, such as the
forces who work
peace agreement
through rough
of May 2008, have been widely justice and brute force.”
criticized for failing to secure
“Who will be accountable for
lasting peace, as well as for hav- those hundreds of people who have
ing given the Taliban time to been massacred in Swat? And they
recover and extend their area of [the Pakistani government] go and
control.
recognize these forces as a politiThough Pakistani military op- cal force. This is pathetic,” Minallah
erations in the region are unpop- said.
ular with the nation’s citizens,
Fazal Wadood, a teacher in
there is much pressure to con- the Swat Valley region, expressed
trol the militants from the U.S. a very different opinion: “We just
and NATO, who blame them for want to see an end to this bloody
launching attacks into nearby fighting. We do not mind what
Afghanistan. U.S. officials see way it comes. It is no problem
the current ceasefire as simply if it comes through the Islamic
another failed attempt waiting to system.”

“

“
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Economy hurtling downward in 2009, may rise in 2010
WA SH I N G TO N
in the current Janu(AP) – Brace yourary-March quarter.
self: The recession
That’s a sharp downis projected to
grade from the 1.3
worsen this year.
percent annualized
The country stands
drop projected in the
to lose a sizable
old survey.
chunk of economic
“Further
proactivity in 2009
nounced weakness in
as consumers at
housing and deteriohome and abroad
rating labor markets
retrench in the
underscore the risks
face of persistent
for 2009,” Varvares
economic troubles.
said.
And the U.S. unMany economists
employment rate
believe that the cur— now at 7.6 perrent quarter will be
cent, the highest
the worst of the recesPhoto courtesy Rednuht
in more than 16 Isn’t that supposed to be going up?— Those in the financial world along sion in terms of the
years — is expect- with the average American have felt the weight of the poor economy.
bite to gross domestic
ed hit a peak of 9
product, which is the
percent this year.
ally contracted over a full year forecasts,” said Ken Mayland, value of all goods and services
That gloomy outlook came and would be the worst showing president of ClearView Eco- produced within the U.S. and is
from leading forecasters in the since 1982, when the country nomics. “We are suffering a pe- the broadest barometer of the
latest survey by the National As- had suffered through a severe riod of maximum stress on the country’s economic health.
sociation for Business Econom- recession.
The second quarter of this
economy.”
ics released Monday. The new
Vanishing jobs, shrinking
The economy is expected to year also will be a lot weaker,
estimates are roughly in line with nest eggs, rising foreclosures and remain feeble this year — even with the forecasters now calling
other recent projections, includ- tanking home values have forced with new efforts by the adminis- for the economy to contract at a
ing those released last week by American consumers to cut tration and Congress to provide 1.7 percent pace, compared with
the prior projection of 0.5 perthe Federal Reserve.
back, which in turn has caused relief.
“The steady drumbeat of weak businesses to lay off workers and
Just over the past few weeks, cent growth.
In the second half of this year,
economic and financial market slash costs in other ways, feed- a $787 billion recovery package
data have made business econo- ing a vicious downward cycle for of increased government spend- the economy should expand, but
mists decidedly more pessimis- the economy.
ing and tax cuts was signed into still less than what economists
tic on the economic outlook for
The current recession, which law, the president unveiled a thought just a few months ago.
the next several quarters,” said started in December 2007, is pos- $75 billion plan to stem home NABE forecasters believe home
NABE president Chris Varvares, ing a major challenge to Wash- foreclosures and Treasury Sec- sales and housing construction
head of Macroeconomic Advis- ington policymakers, including retary Timothy Geithner said should hit bottom by the middle
ers.
President Barack Obama and as much as $2 trillion could be of the year, which would help
All told, Varvares and his fel- Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke. plowed into the financial system stabilize the economy. Home
prices, however, are expected to
low forecasters now expect the That’s because its root causes — to jump-start lending.
economy to shrink by 1.9 per- a housing collapse, credit crunch
In terms of lost economic keep falling, according to other
cent this year, a much deeper and financial turmoil — are the activity in 2009, the biggest hit experts.
NABE forecasters predicted
contraction than the 0.2 percent worst since the 1930s and don’t will come in the first six months,
that when all is said and done
dip projected in the fall.
lend themselves to easy or quick forecasters said.
If the new forecast is cor- fixes.
NABE forecasters now expect the recession will have caused
rect, it would mark the first time
“As the news on the economy the economy to slide backward GDP to decline 2.8 percent. That
since 1991 the economy actu- has darkened, so too, have the at a staggering pace of 5 percent
see ECONOMY, page 10
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Dance 35 showcases diverse talent

Annual department dance concert expected to have strong showing in 30th year
Anna Pillot
Guest Writer

The faculty dance concert,
Dance 35, currently in its 30th
year, is a landmark in the dance
department yearly calendar.
Some pieces have been in
rehearsal since mid-October to present interesting
and challenging works to
the public this weekend.
Nerves are high, and
excitement is building
as dancers work toward
the culmination of their
efforts.
Unfortunately, this is
the season of illness and
low energy. As a dancer
preparing for Dance 35, I
have been told countless
times to “stay healthy.” If
only it were so simple!
But battling the common cold is worth it to
stay on point (pun intended), and to pull off a
great concert.
The pieces this year
encompass a wide range
of styles, from ballet to hiphop, to chorus-inspired tap, and
modern. The works are unique
reflections on the artists that created them, and ensure a diverse
show. Linda Graham, the dance
department chair, even went as
far as using the pool (yes, the
pool in the Dow!) in her work.
Graham’s work “Ondegierra” explores the different feelings and

Photo by Erik Alberg

Colorful passion — Students perform ‘Ondegierra,’
choreographed by themselves, Linda Graham & Nicole Flinn.
emotions evoked by water as
dancers on stage at the Knick
are backed by videos of dancers
moving under water.
The diversity of the show is in

large part due to the diversity of
dance instructors. Hope dance
students are lucky to have had
the opportunities to work with
Anne-Renee Petrarca, Richard

Rivera and Dorell Martin during
the course of the school year.
“The diversity of the
show is really interesting,”
said freshman Mikella Bryant, “I am lucky to be involved! Dance 35 has been
a great opportunity for
me to work with a professional choreographer, as well as get
to know the dancers
in the dance department much better.”
Petrarca’s piece
encompasses
her
holistic views of
dance instruction,
and the nine dancers
in her work readily
attest to this.
“It’s very organic
and grounded and
very earthy. It is rewarding as a dancer
to move this way
because it is so natural. Anne-Renee works
with our individual bodies instead of against them,”
Katie Horton (’10) said.
According to Graham, Dance
35 will be presenting two weekends of performances for the
first time this year.
“The more opportunities
(students) get, the more confident they become in their dancing,” Graham said.
Two weekends of perforsee DANCE 35, page 10

‘Big Love’ prepares for the curtain to rise
Actors and actresses anxiously await their big day as Hope’s new play sets to hit the stage
Cassaundra Warner
Guest Writer

Being a part of a play, one
naturally looks forward with anticipation to the moment when
the curtain will open and the
audience will be there waiting—
holding their breath for what’s in
store for them.
There is a desire to impart on
them some pearl sprung out of
the whirl of frenzied activity encircling this organism that gives
life to words spattered across
white paper that they can ultimately take home at the end of
the day.
After all the practice and excitement, the day draws near and
it is practically show time. As
that day inches closer you then
realize how much you are going
to miss it all and what an amazing experience you have had.
This is the wonderful magic of
the theater and it is what some at
Hope College are going through
today, as they gear up for the production of “Big Love.” They have
swum the gauntlet of rehearsals,
and they have worked in one accord to create a living breathing
work of art and in the process
have become a sort of family.
Kelsey Cratty (’12), the actress who plays Lydia, said of her

experience in the play, “I started
out pretty intimidated by all the
truly talented, witty, charismatic
people surrounding me, but the
cast and crew of “Big Love” is
just what the name suggests: full
of love! I couldn’t have asked for
a better theater family!”
Ben Hertel (’11) plays Guiliano in “Big Love.”
“Everyone has put a lot of effort into this production, and
I can’t help but see their work
shine,” Hertel said.
A retelling of Aeschylus’ “The
Suppliant Women,” Charles
Mee’s “Big Love” centers on what
happens when 50 sisters are unwillingly engaged to 50 men. The
play explores the dynamics of arranged marriages and the conflict
that ensues when the women try
to escape their fate. Finding there
is no way out the brides resolve to
kill their intendeds. With this all
of the women, save one who actually falls in love with her groom,
resort to violence. This combination results in what Hertel calls
“the perfect mix of comedic and
tragic,” and what Cratty calls an
“incredibly exceptional, utterly
amazing, freaking fantabulous
show.”
Big Love runs Feb. 27-28 and
March 4-7 at 8 p.m. in the De-
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This Week In Art
Thursday
Feb. 26
Teaching Hope presents
“Roots”
8 p.m., Fried-Hemenway Auditorium

Friday
Orchestra Concert

Feb. 27

Saturday
Junior Recital

Feb. 28

7:30 p.m., Dimnent Chapel

6 p.m., Wichers Auditorium

The A Capella Group
8:30 p.m., The Kletz

Monday
Faculty Recital

March 2

2 p.m., Dimnent Chapel

In Brief
Professor’s artwork
featured WorldWide
Work by Bruce McCombs, professor of art at Hope College, has
recently been featured in exhibitions across the United States as
well as abroad.
The exhibitions include the
“15th International Print Biennial,” Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul,
Republic of Korea; the “Texas
Watercolor Society 60th Annual
Exhibition,” The Witte Museum,
San Antonio, Texas; the “32nd
Bradley International Print and
Drawing Exhibition,” Bradley
University, Peoria, Ill.; the “2008
Midland Arts Association Exhibition,” Museum of the Southwest, Midland, Texas; the “32nd
Art on Paper Exhibition,” Circle
Gallery Maryland Federation
of Art, Annapolis, Md.; and the
“2009 West Michigan Regional
Exhibition,” Kalamazoo Institute
of Arts, Kalamazoo, Mich.
McCombs actively displays his
prints and paintings throughout
the U.S. and around the world.
A member of the Hope faculty
since 1969, he holds his B.F.A.
from the Cleveland Institute
of Art and his M.F.A. from Tulane University in New Orleans.

orchestra and
symphonette perform

Poster courtesy Theatre Department

Hope presents BIG LOVE— Playbill
capures attention for the performance.

Witt main theatre. Tickets cost
$4 for students and senior citizens, $5 for Hope faculty and
staff and $7 for regular admission. Tickets are available at the

DeVos Field house ticket office
weekdays from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tickets will also be on sale at
the theatre lobby ticket office
shortly before the show.

The Hope College Orchestra
and Symphonette will perform
with guest and faculty vocalists
on Friday, Feb. 27, at 7:30 p.m. in
Dimnent Memorial Chapel.
The public is invited. Admission is free.
The concert will be an evening
of opera, featuring four professional soloists, singing famous
solos, duets and a quartet.
The soloists will be Linda Dykstra, soprano; Sarah Holman,
alto; Ken Prewitt, tenor; and
Dale Schreimer, bass, all four
of whom are voice teachers at
various institutions in addition
to being active as performers.
Dykstra is a Hope faculty member and chair of the voice division; Holman teaches at Wheaton College; Prewitt teaches at
WesternMichiganUniversity;
and Schriemer teaches at GrandValley State University.
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Have you Heard?

Jackie Tice

Famed folk
artist to perform
Songwriter incorporates
her Native American roots

HOPE PR - The department of
music at Hope College will feature folk artist Jackie Tice in performance on Friday, March 6, at
7:30 p.m. in Wichers Auditorium
of Nykerk Hall of Music.
The public is invited. Admission is free.
A Kerrville New Folk Awardwinner, Tice co-mingles her Native American and old European
roots to create her own lyrical
and musical style, with subjects
as diverse as the live of Magdalene women, Shakespearian love
and the call of coyotes.
Radio programmers from
New York City and Boston to
Chicago and San Francisco have
heralded Tice with banners like,
“Best new songwriter,” and “A
stand-out!” With the release
of her most recent CD, “Second
Skin,” Tice has made full use of
her award-winning performing
and song writing skills. Produced by 2005 Native American
Grammy winner Bill Miller in a
week-long studio marathon in
Bucks County, Pa., the CD features Tice stepping up and out
with 10 songs spanning poprock, jazz and folk styles. “She
writes songs with messages,”
says Miller.
Raised in a Pennsylvania
steel mill town with a family of
12, Tice grew up fast and with
enough songwriting fodder “to
last a lifetime,” she says. Forays into social work and college
music theory eventually led her
back to performance and songwriting and her strong Native
spiritual roots. Today, she has
four albums to her credit, artist endorsement deals with John
Pearse Strings and Audix Microphones, and a long list of awards
from major music media in the
US, Australia, Italy and Canada.

Group: Various Artists
Genre: Independent/Folk
Album: ‘Dark was the Night’
Released: 17 Feb, 2009

Put together by twins Aaron
and Bryce Dessner of The National, “Dark Was The Night”
brings together some of the
biggest names in indie music.
The two discs are just absolutely jam-packed with the scene’s
most talented acts.
And what brings them all together? Why, charity of course.
All proceeds from “Dark Was
The Night” benefit the Red Hot
Organization, an international
organization fighting AIDS.
But charity shouldn’t be the
only motivation for checking

Hope jazz ensembles try new
styles for upcoming performance
HOPE PR -Hope College jazz
ensembles will perform on
Wednesday, Feb. 25, at 7:30 p.m.
in Dimnent Memorial Chapel.
The public is invited. Admission is free.
The concert will feature three
ensembles: the Contemporary
Ensemble, the Mainstream Ensemble and the Jazz Arts Collective.
The Contemporary Ensemble features Brian Coyle as
coach, guitarist Michael Hobson, bassist Nick Van Kampen,
and drummers Justin Ferens
and James Sa. The ensemble
will perform three John Scofield
pieces: “Hottentot,” “Make Me”
and “So You Say.”
The Mainstream Ensemble
features Rob Hodson as coach,
pianist Larry Figuerao, bassist Zach Pedigo and drummer
Ben Oegema. The ensemble
will perform “Doodlin’,” by Horace Silver; “In the Wee Small
Hours,” by David Mann; and
“Nardis,” by Miles Davis.
The final group of the evening, Jazz Arts Collective, features Brian Coyle as director,

Photo courtesy Hope Public Relations

and is a new ensemble that experiments with jazz “crossover”
styles. The members include:
woodwinds, Kyle McLellan,
Emily Brower, Zach Pedigo,
Katie Zigterman; brass, Nick
Hemeren, Alex Ketchum, Jeff
Sweers; pianist Larry Figueroa;
bassist Nick Van Kampen; guitarists Michael Hobson and Tyler Griffith; and drummer Ben
Oegema.
The ensemble will perform
“Nostalgia in Times Square,”
by Charles Mingus; “Song
for A.E.G.,” by Tom Garling;
“Dunes at Dawn into Dromadaire Extraordinaire,” by Christopher Brubeck; and “Better Get Hit in Your Soul,” by
Charles Mingus.

Andrew Gehl reviews
‘Dark Was the Night’

this album out. The artists refuse to rest on their haunches
and coast through on their
name recognition. Original
submissions by Yeasayer, Bon
Iver and Arcade Fire mark some
of the highlights of the set. Expect some really interesting
covers. Sufjan Stevens delivers
the best one, a 10+ minute cover of a song less than half that
length originally, “You Are The
Blood” by Castanets.
It’s not all roses, though. A
handful of songs fail to really
develop or do anything inter-

esting. Kevin Drew gives the
mediocre and awkwardly raunchy “Love vs. Porn” and Cat
Power delivers a really standard
“Amazing Grace”, amongst other letdowns.
Despite some flaws, “Dark
Was The Night” is one of the
better compilations in recent
memory. With its star-studded
cast, expectations are so high
that disappointment seems
nearly inevitable, but thankfully the good far exceeds the
bad. This album should not be
missed.
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Food Fair gives students taste of culture

Ayanfe Olonade
Guest Writer

It had been a 20-hour flight. All I really
wanted was some sleep and some good
food. Airplane food isn’t bad, but it has
never been my favorite. As I waited to go
through customs and proceeded to collect
my luggage, my stomach complained even
more. I knew I had at least 30 minutes
until my pick up from the airport. So I
decided to get some food.
I looked up at the menu in the restaurant.
I wanted something spicy. More than
half of the menu seemed strange to me.
I decided to go for some chicken. There it
was—“Chicken Noodle Soup”! I thought
some chicken and noodles shouldn’t be
too bad. The waitress collected my order,
and I sat down and took my soup. I tasted
it; something was not right. This was
different. This was nothing near spicy! I
was in a new country and it seemed my
taste buds were not ready for the change
yet.
I have been studying abroad for the past
two years and have realized that being in a
different country comes with exciting and
new experiences. These changes range
from weather, to people, to culture, to
standard of living and, of course, to food.
Every semester, Hope College students
go to different countries to study abroad.
Some of these students are leaving campus
to fulfill requirements for their major in
other countries. Others leave the campus
to get a different perspective of the world.
Most of the time, students really want to
go off-campus to try something different.
When they come back, they always
have so many stories and it is always
interesting to hear their experience with
the food.

Grace Denny (’10) studied in Nepal in
the fall of 2008, with the SIT Tibetan and
Himalayan Studies program through
Hope. Denny was in Dharamsala,
Kathmandu, Mustang (Nepal),
and Ladakh. She said studying
abroad is an experience she
will never forget. She
will forever love the
people in Nepal and the
culture. There is one more thing
Denny will never forget—the
food!
“I loved the food. All of it,”
Denny said.
It didn’t take Denny too long to get
used to the Indian food and Tibetan food.
She said one of her favorite meals is veg
thuk-pa.
“It is this noodle soup with lots of
veggies and it is very good,” Denny said.
She also came to love rice and dal
(a special Indian family favorite) while
exploring the Nepalese mountains.
The beauty of enjoying different meals
is not only enjoying how delicious they
are, but also learning how to prepare
them. While Denny was in Nepal, she had
the privilege to learn how to prepare some
of the meals she ate. Many of the recipes
required very simple ingredients, making
them easy to learn.
“I’ve tried making a few dishes since
I’ve been home, and it will take some
practice to make it taste the same, but
I’m very glad I had the chance to learn,”
Denny said.
Last spring, Denny was able to put
her skills to test. She participated in the
International Food Fair, sponsored by the
International Education Office and the
international students at Hope College.
She made some veg thuk-pa. Denny says
she had fun cooking for the International
Food Fair, but had even more fun trying
different foods from different countries.
Denny will be participating again
in this year’s International Food Fair,
which will take place on Feb. 28 in the
Maas Auditorium from 7-9 p.m. She will
be making vegan Tibetan momos this
year. They are like little dumplings; she

had them many times when she studied
abroad.
Denny said there is no reason why
students would want to miss out on
the International Food Fair. It is a great
opportunity to come and eat delicious
food from all over the world, she added.
“It’s so awesome, and in college we
don’t get to eat a lot of exciting foods,”
Denny said.
Grace Olamijulo (’11) can’t wait for
the International Food Fair this year as
well. Olamijulo is from New York, and
she is really excited about eating different
international foods and showing the
international students that she appreciates
them.
“It’ll be a nice break from Phelps and
will remind me of home in NYC where
there are tons of ethnic places to eat,”
Olamijulo said.
Olamijulo has had the opportunity to
eat different types of food. It is actually
one of the things she loves to do. She
pretty much knows immediately if she
will like a certain dish. Being that she
has eaten a variety of foods, she could be
justified on her ability to decide if a dish is
for her or not.
Olamijulo is never tired of trying new
types of food despite the fact that she
has eaten Japanese, Chinese, Ethiopian,
Korean, Mexican, Nigerian, Jamaican,
Indian, Thai, Trinidadian, Halal, Kenyan,
Italian and German food.
She said, “I enjoy [eating different
foods] because it’s fun, tasty and a great
way to activate taste buds that regular
food doesn’t always excite.”
Even though Olamijulo knows how to
make some Jamaican and Nigerian dishes,
she will not be making any dishes for the
International Food Fair coming up this
Saturday. She is, however, looking forward
to eating the food. She still remembers
her experience last year.
When she got there she didn’t even
know where to start. There was so much
food! She wanted to try everything. It
was hard to fit a little of everything onto
one plate. She agrees to the fact that she
didn’t like everything she tried, but all she

remembers is how great all the food that
she loved was.
“The Korean Kim Pop and Nigerian
chicken were pretty memorable,”
Olamijulo said.
She also said everyone was so nice.
The people were really informative about
the foods, which helped her gain a lot of
knowledge along with the meals.
The Intenational Food Fair at Hope
started in 1950, and was sponsored and
inspired by international students at Hope
College. Ever since, the Food Fair has
always been a student-run event based
on the common interest and initiative
on the part of the students. Apart from
the good food that the students prepare
for the International Food Fair, the
purpose of the Food Fair is to represent
many nationalities and to celebrate the
intercultural diversity that is represented
here at Hope College.
Some people will not have the
opportunity to study abroad for a semester
in India like Denny. Others are not as
privileged as Olamijulo to have tried so
many different kinds of dishes. Most
people are not like me, who had my first
bowl of chicken noodle soup two years
ago when I came to college in the United
States. Despite our differences, one thing
brings us together: we are not scared of
exciting and new experiences. Even an
experience as new as a different dish we
had never tasted before.
My taste buds were not ready the day
I had my first bowl of chicken noodle
soup, but after two years, they are ready
for anything. This is because ever since
that day, I have never been scared to try
something new.
It could be a trip to a new state, or a
totally different country. It could be a new
outfit, or a different hair-do. It could also
be a new type of food. You can start by
attending the International Food Fair on
Feb. 28th in the Maas Auditorium from
7-9 p.m. Try something new because
like Olamijulo said, “You never know
what you’re missing out on until you try
different things.”
Graphics by Gwen MacIver

				
Lhamo’s Tibetan Veggie Momos
Ingredients for
THE VEGGIE STUFFING				
THE DOUGH
1 cup finely chopped cabbage, green or red		
1 and 1/2 cups fine white flour, sifted
1 large carrot, peeled and grated			
additional flour for dusting
1 onion, finely chopped				
2 tablespoons baking powder
1 tablespoon green onion, finely chopped
about 3/4 cups water, as needed, to knead flour into a firm but pliable dough
1 tablespoon green pepper, finely diced
1 tablespoon cilantro, finely chopped
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
3 tablespoons mild oil, such as canola or soy bean

Recipe:

INSTRUCTIONS:
First, add water to flour drop by drop, and knead the mix into a dough.
Then, cover the mix and let it sit and rise for ten minutes.
After a thorough washing, chop the cabbage, onions, green pepper and cilantro.
Then grate the carrots and mince the garlic and ginger.
Mix together the vegetables with salt, black pepper, oil, garlic and ginger and let them marinate for five minutes.
Roll the dough into a tube two-inches wide. Slice it into one-inch pieces; roll each piece into a ball and then flatten them a bit.
Lightly flour each flattened ball. Then roll them out each piece so they become thin, four-inch rounds.
Put a teaspoon of the vegetable filling into the middle of each round.
Fold into Momos. (For more instructions, please visit http://www.ishqinabackpack.com/eatthispage4_momos.html.)
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Change for tradition’s sake

Gotta stay positive

Katie Bennett

Monster trash bags
The thing I miss most from life before
college is dogs. Those of you with beloved pets at home can probably relate
to the poignant longing I feel when I see
some lucky Hollander walking her Sheltie
down a snowy 8th street. If only (enter
your dog’s name) could be here! He would
love this pile of snow, this smelly trashcan!
Look at that gross smooshed frog! Look at
those slow fat squirrels! Seeing the world
from our missing friends’ perspectives
is strange—and a little wrong—but also
wonderful. I have two hairy friends at
home- Phoebe and Duncan. I love them
both, but Duncan and I have a particularly
special bond because he’s such a weirdo.
I’ve learned as much from Duncan as I
have from my favorite classes in college.
I have to preface this column by introducing you to Duncan. He’s is a black
lab with a really shiny coat and a pretty
severe overbite that makes him look a
little geeky. In a lot of ways Duncan is a
totally typical lab: he’s pretty smart. He
can remember which hand you hid the
ball in. He’s pretty friendly: At the dog
park, he’s the most popular one there.
He makes friends with all the other dogs
and all the other owners right away and
spends the rest of the time saying hello
to them again and again in turn.
He’s a little clingy: He will follow you
around watching your face even if you’re
just walking from room to room. He’s
kind of touchy. He constantly leans
against you or puts his nose in your hand
or puts his head in your lap. He’s sweet!
He makes you want to run around.
But Duncan is also pretty quirky—my
brother would say “disappointing”. He’s
afraid of a lot of things. Vacuum cleaners,
trash bags, luggage, furniture that has recently been moved, the ridge on the floor
in a lot of doorways, bodies of water, shadows, the backyard when it’s raining, boxes, the list goes on. Stuff like this throws
Duncan into a crippling panic. When one

Co Editor-in-Chief

Play by the rules
You probably haven’t seen me
around lately. I have become a sort of
Hope College enigma, someone who
only ventures onto campus occasionally hoping for (fingers crossed) Phelps
to deliver on of those ingenious breakfast for dinner deals. This is all due to
the fact that with the acquisition of student teaching to my schedule I have recently been put into a strange position
of straddling two very different worlds.
I always envisioned leisurely strolling through graduation with those silly
costumes on, shaking countless sweaty
hands, and smiling a lot at people that I
don’t care to ever see again, before I had
to worry about what lay ominously outside. Well, that vision came tumbling
down when the portal to the real world
was thrust wide open and a classroom
full of first-graders rudely shoved me
into that abyss.
It is extremely awkward trying to
toe that line between college student
and elementary school teacher. After
spending a considerable amount of
time here, I feel like I have mastered all
the rules and understand everything
there is to know about Hope. Simple
facts like why you should always take
the elevator in Lubbers, who is inside
the Dutch costume (I uncovered the
truth after a grueling, impassioned
stake-out, but won’t name names
without a price), and if you are nice to
the shuttle bus driver he will usually
just drop you off at your house. These
are truths that were crucial to my existence at Hope, but hold no merit while
student teaching everyday.
I brazenly thought, going through
elementary school myself not too long
ago, that I would immediately pick up
on the new rules and jump right in to
my role as first-grade teacher. I have
never been so wrong. Considering I
have been on this campus four years

of these terrible things enters his life, say,
if we have to take out the garbage, or vacuum the house, his head goes down, he
shakes, he cowers, he spends the rest of
the day peeking around corners and running to the next safe spot.
For a long time we tried to make him
get over it. But it was a no-go. It’s not
that Duncan had a traumatizing childhood, or that these things have hurt him
before, he’s just a weird dog. Maybe
vacuum cleaners remind him of a recurring dog nightmare that he has. Maybe
they suggest to him a kind of monster
that he wouldn’t be able to fight.
It was this summer, when I was shutting Duncan safely in my room so he
wouldn’t have to see the vacuum cleaner that I realized how similar we were.
While Duncan cowers from luggage and
trash bags, I lie awake at night worrying
about, well, everything, but particularly
the uncertain future. What if I can’t get
a job? What if I get a job but I hate it
and I’m miserable for the rest of my life?
What if that suitcase suddenly lunges at
my throat? What would I do then??
Although I suppose it is possible for
something terrible to happen inside our
house, Duncan is fairly safe from the
monsters he fears. How are any of us
different from him? Half of our reasons
for stress are needless. I say we stop
cowering and separate our monsters
from our trash bags once and for all. If
there are monsters, if we do end up pitted against a completely mysterious and
fearsome enemy, let’s handle that when
it happens. Until then, relax. Meet as
many other dogs as possible and enjoy
the safe house.
If you’re in Katie’s senior sem class,
she apologizes for the repetition.

RJ Casey
Columnist

and inside that school for a few weeks,
I should have anticipated the learning
curve to be steep.
The first couple days of student
teaching was like playing Monopoly with missing pieces (Where’s the
top hat? I don’t want to be the damn
wheelbarrow again!), way too many
Chance cards, and an AWOL banker.
All in all, a major catastrophe. After
a few weeks now it has gotten slightly
better and some of my inquiries have
been put to rest, like what should I
pack for lunch everyday (Trick question: the answer is nothing! The teacher’s lounge is always loaded with donut
holes and queso dip.).
Playing by a new set of rules is
something that may not come quick,
but should come naturally now to all
of us. We are all smart enough to understand this. The difficult part is letting go of the old manual and retiring
the well-established rules of your past.
I don’t want to discredit my time here
at Hope, but simple skills like deciphering the colorful word-jumble of a
menu at the Kletz are not coming with
me when I leave here and enter the wilderness of the working class. For me,
it’s time to play by a new set of rules
and even create some of my own. I’ll
see you on the other side.
RJ wants to wish Abraham Lincoln
a happy 200th birthday. If he were
alive today the first thing he would utter would probably be along the lines of
“Help! Help! Get me out of this box!”
Wise words, Honest Abe. Wise words.

I just live here
Jim Kast-Keat
Columnist

The best doughnut ever
When I was in college a Krispy Kreme
opened up down the street. And after
already gaining my “freshman fifteen”
my roommate and I decided to add a bit
more with something as simple (and delicious) as a doughnut. (Ok, so it wasn’t
just one doughnut, but who can eat just
one?!)

The

Now, years beyond my college days,
I find myself living once again on a college campus. I don’t have any classes or
homework to worry about because I just
live here. (My wife is an RD, but for me
it’s just a friendly apartment complex full
of 18-22 year olds.)
But one of the perks of just living here
is that they still feed me. And this has reignited my days of digesting doughnuts.
Once in a while you’ll find doughnuts in
Phelps or even Cook, but every day there
are dozens of doughnuts brought to The
Kletz. And I found the best one ever.
There are rows and rows of them just
sitting there below the muffins and bagels. They lay them out every morning at
8 a.m., and if you’re lucky, there are still
a few remaining by the time they close.

But whenever I go to The Kletz I look for
one, and only one, doughnut: it’s a simple
cake doughnut with a blend of white and
chocolate frosting (the chocolate is kind
of drizzled across). When I come in for
breakfast in the morning I always find it
(who else is on a crazy doughnut hunt at
eight in the morning?)
But what really baffles me are the days
when I skip my Kletz breakfast and come
home for dinner, only to still find this
amazing doughnut waiting for me. It’s
like the doughnut and I have a deep connection—I for it and it for me.
But then there are the days when I
walk into The Kletz, my hopes up high
and my eye scanning the rows for the
best doughnut ever. But I don’t find it.
And I’m forced to eat a different dough-

nut or else dine doughnut free (and a bit
healthier).
So to all the doughnut-eating students
of Hope College: please, continue to eat
doughnuts, but leave my doughnut and
me in peace. We have a pretty serious
thing going on. And besides hunting for
the squabbit, eating my favorite doughnut is one of my favorite things about
Hope College.
Jim Kast-Keat wants to be a writer
when he grows up. And he wants to eat
doughnuts forever, even though his doctor, his wife, and his potentially growing
gut tell him otherwise. When he was in
college he had a fantastic doughnut eating tradition. You should ask him about
it sometime.
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Watch your parkin’ meters
Industry: Lose no time; be always employed in something useful; cut off all unnecessary actions.
Usefulness begets Industry. Isn’t that
why we’re going to college, to be useful?
How many students are going to college
in order to learn how to become what
they want to be? How many are going to
learn how to make a big paycheck? Both
activities are promisingly useful in the
future, but neither is useful right now.
Right now, they are just dreams veiling
the present problems of society.
We’ve got problems, man. The world
is melting as the rain forests are washed
away with greed; the economy is hunched
over with the gray weight of baby boomers taking out loans to pay for prophylactics and with the giggle-drop dreams
of college students waiting for a miracle
while they play video games.
Who’s going to address the problems?
It’s not going to be the generation fighting
to save their pensions. It’s not going to be
the generation that used beepers in times of
adversity. It’s going to be us. But we can’t approach the problem until we wake from our
dreams of indifference and false optimism.
Our age can’t be retrospective or prospective, as ages were in the past, because
the consequences are too great. The future is uncertain and the end is always
near, and that’s not a promising situation
as current issues weigh on the existence
of nature, the lifeblood of science, art, and
philosophy—knowledge itself. Nature
isn’t simply something to view through
binoculars: it’s not just the woods outside
the city. It’s the universe. It’s the soul.
That’s reason enough to fight for it now.
Be industrious now.
You and I should care the most because it’s we who can use the knowledge
our predecessors are burning into the
atmosphere; our soul weakens when the
administration cuts down a forest to turn

Rob Guimond

Emily West

Campus News Co-Editor

Truth-tease
it into income statements with red numbers; our universe shrinks as the landfills
consume the plastic water bottles used to
replenish dehydrated 50-year-old CEOs
sweating over diminishing bonuses.
Why isn’t the destruction of nature
bigger news? Because we don’t demand
it. Fussy old gents losing their investments have been around long enough to
know that they have to raise a stink about
their problems: hence the economy is in
the news. But because our dreams are
indifferent, our age propagates ESPN and
The Girls Next Door. As our generation
propagates uselessness, we quietly lose
our investments, and future teachers, scientists, writers, philosophers, mathematicians, and artists lose knowledge.
But we’re still dreaming. Dreams all
over campus—big papery green-rectangle
career dreams, full of shiny cars, and wellmixed cocktails, corner offices, and leatherbound Bibles. These dreams float during
lunch and during class and after school, but
they aren’t useful at all. We need industry.
Nature isn’t in the news because we
don’t put it there. Nature isn’t an issue because we don’t make it an issue. We can’t
expect our moms or Benjamin Franklin
or Barack Obama or Jesus Christ to do it
for us. It’s our issue; it’s our soul to fight
for; it’s our universe to save.
But I can’t wake you up. You can wake
you up.
Rob wants to credit Jim Morrison, Benjamin Franklin, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
John Lennon, Franklin W. Dixon, Jesus,
Abbie Hoffman, that person who said
“Bless you” to him when he sneezed in the
library, Baloo, and Mrs. Butterworth.

Letter
to
the
Editor
Student appreciative for worship at Hope
To the Editors:
While many of us who attend the Gathering and Chapel services go because of
the community, the excellent preaching of
the Word, and the worship of our Triune
God, many of us also go for the outstanding praise music led so faithfully by Josh
Banner and the students in the Worship
Band. In fact, I would dare say that it is
what keeps many of us coming back.
It keeps us coming back because it is
worship that is alive and fresh aided by
wonderfully gifted and talented musicians,
and because it very much focused on loving and glorifying God. It is in this that I
have discovered joy and peace in praising
my creator (And there’s just nothing else
like singing praises with 1,000-plus voices
every week). Worship here at Hope has
created a special place in which I love to
be—a place that sets my week in motion
and prepares my heart for battle in a world

From the inside out

of ideas.
I don’t think the meaningful worship
that I’ve had over the past four years would
have been the same without the Worship
Band, and I don’t think that I would have
grown as much in my faith were it not for
the solid worship that helped me continuously connect with God and realize his glory. And I don’t think I’m the only one who
thinks this. So, if you appreciate the work,
time, and devotion of the Worship Band,
tell them. I’m sure Josh Banner would love
to hear from you, or even other members
of the Worship Band, if you know them.
As such, for the high-quality, meaningful, worshipful place that the Worship
Band has helped shape and mold, I believe
that a heartfelt Thank You is in order. So,
thank you, Worship Band, for your faithfulness and dedication in serving both the
Lord and Hope with your gifts and time.
		
Matt Oosterhouse (‘09)

College provides the space and resources for students to make life-shaping choices and discoveries. For students like me, college has been an excuse to ravish the writings of people much
wiser and more experienced than myself. I rely heavily on these influences
because I was taught to deny my emotional impulses—to distrust any thought
process stemming from the mysterious sources within and to trust only exterior sources deemed reliable by the standards of academia.
This great intellectual growth has been glorious, but has been worrisome as
well. The most upsetting has been my longing for Truth without feeling Truth
reciprocate. What am I to do when the books have no answers or conflicting
arguments and my impulses are screaming?
I had a scary revelation: despite all the great and wonderful and astonishingly brilliant people in the world, Truth remains unbridled. Even more frightening is the realization that Truth can be a tease. Truth gazes into my eyes and
calls me beautiful. Then, Truth is allusive and cold and absent.
Sometimes, I feel as if Truth owes me an apology. But then if I am completely honest, I owe Truth an apology. I hold
beliefs I have never investigated. I have joined
one side without considering the other. I have
allowed common phrases and presumptions
...Truth remains unto seep into my cabinet of perceived truths. I
bridled.
Even more
have chosen the easiest arguments—ones that
frightening is the
have been handed to me, figured out by previrealization that Truth
ous generations.
can be a tease.
But at times, these previous generations
messed up.
They acted out of a self-serving fear. African people were kidnapped, enslaved and dehumanized on the basis of race and geographical location. The Native American
people were uprooted, murdered and religiously oppressed for getting in the
way of westward expansion and for being alarmingly different than the Europeans. We wisely look back and declare these actions and thoughts incorrect.
But can our generation avoid similar societal mistakes? We must consistently
reject fear and pursue Truth.
Fear is the absence of Truth. We fear that which we do not know and do
not understand. Fear has power. And fear is not unfounded. It is a little more
than alarming to not know. We fear the strange—the unknown. Sadly it is this
fear—rooted in not-knowing—that has empowered groups to do incredible
damage, and it can spur our generation to self-destruct.
I want for our generation to be Truth-seeking, and peaceful in not-knowing.
I want for us to love Truth and to honor the difference between acceptance and
tolerance. I want us to recognize our limitations and respect perspective.
So let us be vigilant and always willing to pursue Truth. Let us ignore the
appeal of the comfortable and stagnant. Let us be humbled and romanced by
the mysteries. Let us listen to the whispers and silence of an infinitely magnificent God of Truth.

“
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The sixth virtue
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Emily is so thankful for her incredibly patient friends that listen to her as
she verbally karate chops every thought to pieces. She cannot help it. She thinks
learning is sexy. She concludes that books might be the sexiest things ever.
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Trayless Tuesdays take effect
w TRAYLESS, from page 2
everything,” Lucas Whitman
(’10) said.
Despite a plethora of opinions
on the matter, trayless dining is
getting some to reevaluate their
thinking on trays.
“It’s kind of irritating because
it’s not convenient but sometimes
we underestimate such a small
thing as going without a tray.
Hopefully it’ll help,” Molly
Pittsley (’10) said. “If they’re
going to continue with this, they
should maybe think about going
with smaller bowls and bigger
plates.”
Caleb Nykamp (’12) believes
that the good outweighs the bad.
“It’s a good idea to save water.
If you have to take a few more
trips back and forth, it’s more
exercise,” Nykamp said.
Regardless of the reception
by students, VanHeukelom sees
trayless dining as the future.
“Our long range goal, when
we have an opportunity to
renovate Phelps Hall, is to
design it as such that we’d have
food and beverage areas in the

dining area,” VanHeukelom said.
“We hope to get to a place where
our facility is designed around
trayless dining.”
A
modification
already
underway is the renovated
dish line in the dishroom.
VanHeukelom said that he had
to replace the old rollers that had
previously only worked trays to
a stainless steel chute system
that works with both trays and
lone dishes. He also said that he
hopes to replace the dish handling
system, which even though it
currently works, is not ideal,
and could better accommodate
trayless dining.
VanHeukelom said that he
hopes at some point in the future
to replace existing equipment
with equipment that allows for
cooking and serving in the dining
area.
“The better stewards we
can be of our resources today
improves our position to make
improvements to Phelps Dining
Hall in the future,” VanHeukelom
said.
While it may be meeting
with some student resistance on

Photo by Matt Oosterhouse

TRays may be a thing of the past— Trays make the rounds through the dish room in

Phelps Dining Hall.
The Trayless Tuesday on Feb. 17, Phelps served 2,488 students throughout the whole day,
resulting in a reduction of 222 gallons of water, eight pounds of detergent, and 207 pounds
of food waste in Phelps Hall when compared with Feb. 18, on which 2,469 students were
served.
becoming a regular occurrence,
there are signs that the concept
of everyday trayless dining is

growing on students. According
to Dining Service Manager
Rhonda Dirette, an estimated 5

percent of diners continue trayless
dining regularly throughout the
week.

Granholm to bring jobs to MI

Economy stumbling; recession through ‘09

w GRANHOLM, from page 3

w ECONOMY, from page 4

market.
Despite votes in the state
legislature that were not even
close, the new law has both its
opponents and its supporters.
Proponents expect the vehicle
battery industry to be worth
$50 billion by the year 2020 and
consider the current tax credits
to be a worthwhile sacrifice.
Environmentalists applaud the
fact that it will encourage the
development of electric cars
and hope that it can also help
reduce U.S. reliance on foreign
oil. Opponents believe that

competing with Asian suppliers
may not be a viable option
and that the U.S. could just as
easily become dependent on
foreign batteries. They see the
need for tax credits as a sign
that Michigan’s business taxes
are too high. Novi Republican
Sen. Nancy Cassis has stated
that Michigan would be better
served by providing “broadbased tax relief… benefiting
all, rather than just a selected
few.” Now that the bill has been
passed, however, critics and
backers alike can do little more
than wait and see what will
result.

Dance 35 performs at Hope
w DANCE 35, from page 5
mances also give us dancers the
experience of being able to carry
a show for longer than just one
weekend. The audience always
deserves a good show; they expect it. We are committed to
keeping our energy up and the
choreography in good shape; we
can’t let the week in-between
lower our commitment to the
show.
The Hope and Holland com-

munities are enriched by the
presence of the dance department. Students here are able
to attend excellently produced
dance events for little cost, and
the community is receiving a
blast of culture from accomplished choreographers.
The show runs Feb. 26-28,
and March 6-7, at the Knickerbocker Theater. All performances are at 8 p.m. Tickets are available through the Hope College
Ticket Office.

would be “slightly less than the 3.1 percent during the early ‘70s,” according to the survey of 47
forecasters taken between Jan. 29 and Feb. 12.
Even in the best-case scenario, with the recession ending sometime in the second half of this
year, employment conditions will be tough.
Some of the forecasters said the nation’s unemployment rate could rise as high as 9 percent
for all of 2009 and hit 10 percent next year. In
2008, the jobless rate averaged 5.8 percent, the
highest since 2003. The survey’s median forecast
— or middle point — called for the unemployment rate to rise to 8.4 percent this year and 8.8
percent next year.
Companies touching every part of the economy have announced thousands of layoffs already
this year and more cuts came last week. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., said it will cut nearly
5,000 jobs, or almost 7 percent of its work force,
this year, following the elimination of about
4,000 jobs in the second half of last year. General
Motors Corp. and Chrysler, which are asking the
government for billions more in aid to remain vi-
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able, announced plans to cut 50,000 more jobs,
47,000 of which would be at GM.
The Fed said the unemployment rate could
stay elevated into 2011. Some analysts think the
jobless rate won’t drift down to a more normal
range of around 5 percent until 2013 — at the
earliest.
Companies won’t ramp up hiring until they
feel confident that any recovery has staying
power. That’s why employment is usually the last
piece of the economy to reap the benefits of a
recovery.
“A meaningful recovery is not expected to
take hold until next year,” said Varvares.
NABE predicts GDP will rebound in 2010, averaging 2.4 percent over the course of the year.
The Fed, too, is forecasting that the economy will
grow again in 2010 and will pick up momentum
in 2011.
Even so, the Fed is still guarded about any
turnaround.
Given all the negative forces weighing on consumers and businesses, the economic recovery
“would be unusually gradual and prolonged,” the
Fed said.
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Swimming & Diving

Men bring home title as records fall
Men’s 100-Yard Butterfly
Ryan Nelis (’10) :48.88. Previous record was :49.65.
Women’s 1,650-Yard
Freestyle
Sarah Sohn (’12)17:26.54. The
previous record was 17:26.62
in 1996.
Women’s 100-Yard
Backstroke
Brittaney Reest Delo (’09), tied
league record, :57.82. Record
first set by Susan Looman of
Hope, 1994.
Women’s 200-Yard Backstroke
Reest Delo (’09), 2:06.25. Previous record was 2:06.39 in
2008, also by Reest-Delo.
Women’s 400-Yard Freestyle Relay
Laura Ansilio (’09), Meghan
DeWees (’09), Reest Delo
(’09), and Christina Vogelzang (’10), 3:29.09, Previous
record was 3:29.12 in 2007.

H ockey

Kat Mojzak

Graphics Editor

It was an exciting final
weekend for the men’s and
women’s swimming and diving
teams. The season ended with the
league meet, which was hosted
by St. Mary’s on the Notre Dame
campus. Both teams finished the
season strong, combining to win
11 events, break 14 school records
as well as six MIAA records.
The
Flying
Dutchmen
successfully repeated as the
MIAA champions for the second
season. The men’s team was led
by co-captain Ryan Nelis (’10),
who successfully defended his
title in the 100 butterfly (a new
Hope and MIAA record) and
won the 200 free to break another
Hope record.
Ryan Vogelzang (’09) defended
his title in the 50 free, but it was
in the lead-off leg of the 200- free
relay that he broke the Hope
record.
The upper-classmen
were not the only swimmers to
set the bar high at the meet; Jeff
Shade (’12) won and reset the
Hope record in the 1,650-yard.
The team also made some
changes to the relay record
books. Seven different swimmers
combined to break the Hope

“

“

MIAA Records

records in the 400-yard medley (’12) set a new MIAA record on
relay, the 200-yard freestyle relay, her way to winning the 1,650.
the 200-yard medley and the Rather than settling for one
record as a freshman, Sohn went
400-yard freestyle relay.
Though they didn’t take first, on to set a new Hope record in
the second place finish still speaks the 400- yard IM.
The Hope women also
to a strong season. “Calvin is a
talented team. They have a really rewrote the school record books
strong diving team and that is in the free style relays. Hope
what has won the meet for them so records were broken in the 200yard freestyle
many times
relay,
800o v e r , ”
We swam very well and evyard freestyle
Meghan
relay
and
Dewees (’09)
eryone should be proud...
the
400-yard
said. “We
—Meghan Dewees (’09)
freestyle
obviously
relay, which
want to win,
also broke
and we went
the MIAA
into the meet
with our own goals and a different record on their way to the event
focus. We swam very well and win. “Many of the records were
everyone should be proud of their very long standing and its exciting
accomplishments. We have also to have given the record books an
narrowed the point differential update,” Dewees said.
All in all, the Hope swim teams
which is encouraging.”
Brittaney Reest-Delo (’09) have much to be proud of after
defended her title in both the 100- the final meet. Records that many
yard backstroke where she tied the thought could not and would not
MIAA record and the 200- yard be touched were broken and
backstroke where she lowered her young swimmers gave a preview
own MIAA record. In addition, of what is to come. “It’s a long
Laura Ansilio (’09) also had a season and we work really hard,”
stand- out meet winning both the Lucas Osterbur (’09) said. “It was
100 and 200-yard freestyle.
great to see it really pay off for
Similar to Shade, Sarah Sohn everyone.”

Hope shooting
for national
tournament run
James Ralston
Co-Sports Editor

Making
the
national
tournament in a collegiate
sport is never an easy task.
Five Hope College seniors have
made the trip every year of their
career at Hope. Hockey seniors
Ryan Kelly, Jon Hatfield, Patrick
Newhall, Mike Headley and
Zach White have earned this
distinction, setting pace with
the nation’s best year after year.
The team will be making
their eighth straight appearance
at the American Collegiate
Hockey Association Division III
national tournament on March
4-7. They will enter the 16team tournament ranked as the
top seed in the North Region.
Remaining
constant
throughout the eight-year
streak has been Coach Chris
Van Timmeren.
“One of the biggest reasons
for our continued success has
been coach’s recruiting,” Kelly
said. “We bring in four or five
strong players each year. He
also does a great job scouting
other teams and preparing; we
enter every game a step ahead
of the competition.”
Before heading to the national
tournament, the team faced off
against the best of Michigan in
the Michigan Collegiate Hockey

Conference
tournament.
The
team
went into the
tournament
with
high
expectations,
but was upset
by Oakland
University 2Photo by Alex Wotal
3 in the first
pressure’s on— Ryan Kelly (’09) vies for the puck in a game earlier this
round.
“ L a s t season. The Hope hockey team starts the ACHA national tournament March 4.
w e e k e n d ’s
game was disappointing; we Kelly said. “Now that we have Forward Chris Kunnen (’12) and
played very strong but still had some losses, we have a defender Dan Bolt (’10) received
lost,” Hatfield said. “Nothing reality check, so we’re coming first team all-conference honors
went into the goal for us and in as more of an underdog. due to their strong performances
we just couldn’t put it away. It Our goal is to win, so going in throughout the year.
has happened to us a couple of without the prestige might help.
“Chris has come in strong as
times this year, we just have to The expectation is still there, a freshman, and for a freshman
finish plays, take the scoring but we realize that we can be to come in and play as well as
opportunities and turn it into beat, so we have to work hard if he has is special,” Kelly said.
we want to be able to meet our “The team looks up to him with
goals.”
Despite the upset, the team goal.”
the speed and skills, it’s always
sees a silver lining in their quick
In order to prepare for the good to get a freshman in to
exit from the tournament.
tournament, they also realize work that hard and motivate
“It’s disappointing because that some adjustments must be the team.”
we didn’t play to our potential, made.
“Dan is a true leader and
but it also makes us look like
“As of right now things are plays every game as hard as he
a more beatable team going not going as planned,” Kelly can,” Hatfield said. “He is one
into the ACHA playoffs,” said. “So we’re trying to shake of the best defenseman in the
Hatfield said. “That can be a big things up to find the bit of league, if not the country.”
advantage for us, and if we play motivation and make things
The team will be making the
to our potential we can come ready in a week.”
trip to Rochester, New York for
On top of the senior leaders, their first round game against
out on top.”
“Our expectations from day two other players have stepped the University of Tennessee on
one have been to win nationals,” up as standouts for the team. March 4.
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This Week In Sports
Wednesday
Feb. 25
Women’s Basketball

MIAA Tournament vs. Olivet 7:30 p.m.

In Brief
Men’s basketball
The
Flying
Dutchmen
clinched a second place finish
in the MIAA over the weekend.
In addition to the second place
finish, the Dutchmen secured
a second seed in this week’s
conference tournament, giving
them home-court advantage the
first two games. Jesse Reimink
(’09) and Peter Bunn (’11) led the
team to a 71-68 win with a game
high 25 and 14 points respectively. The first round of MIAA
tournament play will begin with
the Flying Dutchmen hosting
Alma Wednesday, Feb. 25, at
7:30 p.m.

women’s basketball
The women’s basketball team
put forth a strong finish to clinch
their second consecutive MIAA
title and third in four years. In
the final two games, Hope outscored their opponents 170- 117.
Jenny Cowen (’10) led the successful team effort putting forth
a combined 35 points. The final
regular season win came against
rival Calvin at the Van Noord
Arena. The team will begin postseason MIAA tournament play
Tuesday night at 7:30 p.m. when
they host Olivet. The winner of
the conference tournament will
gain an automatic bid to the
NCAA National tournament.

MIAA
Players of the week
Jesse Reimink

Jesse Reimink (’09) was named
the MIAA men’s basketball player of the week for the fourth time
this season after giving a 25-point
performance in the final regular
season victory against Trine. He
has finished the season as the
MIAA’s leading scorer, the first
Hope player to do so in 13 years.
In addition to being the top scorer, Reimink finished Top 5 in four
other statistical categories.

Jenny Cowen

Jenny Cowen (’10) was named
the MIAA women’s basketball
player of the week for the second time this season after helping the Flying Dutch clinch an
outright MIAA Championship.
Cowen scored nine points during the game against Olivet and
came alive to put up 26 points
and nine rebounds in the final
regular season game against
Calvin. During the final week
of the season, Cowen shot 50%
from the field with a 56% average from the 3-point range and
86% from the free throw line.
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Spring sports: aiming high
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A look at the season to come
compiled by Bethany Stripp

Baseball

Softball

In 2008, Hope College’s baseball team had
their first losing season in 12 years. After an
uncharacteristic fourth place finish in the MIAA,
the team is looking to return to their winning
ways this season.
“We have had good success in the past and are
hoping to build on that,” Coach Stu Fritz said.
With 19 letterwinners bringing their experience
to the team this spring, the Flying Dutchmen
should be in good shape to accomplish their goal.
Nine new players complete the 28-member team,
which will be led by captains Robby Poll (’10),
Matt VanderVelde (’09) and Dustin Wuis (’09).
Preparation for the season began on Feb. 1 and
will continue daily until March 13, when the team
plays their first game of the season in Florida.

Women’s Tennis

Photo by David Moore

After having their most successful season in
nine years, the women’s tennis team is working
to continue on that path this spring. The Flying
Dutch posted a 16-7 record in dual meets last
year and ended in third place in the MIAA for the
second year in a row. Like the men’s tennis team,
they also received the Team GPA Award from the
MIAA and were honored by the ITA as scholar
athletes.
Eight returning letterwinners and three new
freshmen are on the tennis team this spring. Three
time All-MIAA player Samantha Stille (’09) is the
lone senior and captain on the team. Like the
men’s team, the women have begun their season
indoors. On Feb. 20, they defeated Carthage
College, 6-3, but lost to Wheaton College, 7-2,
on Feb. 21. They will next play Ferris State in Big
Rapids, Mich. on March 3.

Men’s Track

Brian Guerriero ’09

Photo by David Moore

Abby Phillips ’11

Photo courtesy Hope PR

The men’s track team had one of its best
seasons last spring and is working to carry that
success over into 2009. In 2008, the team finished
with its highest point total at the MIAA meet
since the current point system began in 2000 and
received second place in the conference. Three
athletes also qualified for the NCAA Division III
Championships.
Half of this spring’s men’s track team is entering
the season as letterwinners from last year. Coach
Kevin Cole is confident that this will be good for
the team.
“We have lost some important athletes through
graduation, but we also have a large number of
newcomers this year,” Cole said. “Our numbers
are increased over last year, and I believe we are
stronger across the board than last year.”
The team will be led by Rob Bailey (’09), who
received All-MIAA honors for cross country last
fall, and reigning MIAA triple jump champ Jeff
Minkus (’10).

Samantha Stille ’09

Photo by David Moore

John Schlotz ’09
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Nora Kuiper ’09

The softball team hopes to continue the success
they have experienced in the past. The team has
won 20 or more games every season since 2004,
including a 25-14 record last year and third place
in the MIAA. This success has made longtime
coach Karla Wolters the fifth winningest NCAA
Division III softball coach.
Despite losing six starters to graduation, 12
of the 20 players on this year’s softball team are
returning letterwinners. Three of these players
include All-Region shortstop Beth Yahraus (’10),
two-time All-MIAA first baseman and captain
Kelli Duimstra (’09), and captain Deidra Enochs
(’10), who was the starting pitcher for 18 games
last season.
“It will be fun to see how we play on the field
and if our youth and senior leaders can lead us to
victory,” Wolters said.
The team is currently conditioning and
practicing indoors to help them prepare for the
indoor Finlandia Tournament in Marquette on
Feb. 27 and 28.

Men’s Tennis

Last season, the men’s tennis team went 13-11
in dual matches and finished fourth in the MIAA.
They also were honored by the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association as scholar athletes and won
the Team GPA Award from the MIAA.
Nine letterwinners are back from last spring’s
tennis team. Among these letterwinners is senior
co-captain John Pelton. Pelton was voted the
most valuable player in the MIAA last season
and competed in the NCAA Division III national
tournament. Three-time letter winners Zach
Huber (’09) and John Schlotz (’09) will also lead
the team as co-captains. The team has already
begun to compete this season in indoor venues.
On Feb. 19 and 20, they played in the Grand
Rapids City Tournament, a non-scoring, fiveteam tournament. On Feb. 27, they will continue
their indoor portion of the season at DePauw
University in Indiana.

Women’s Track

The women’s track team also scored its highest
point total at the MIAA meet since the system
started in 2000. In addition, they set a school
record by scoring 13 points at the NCAA Division
III Championships, which earned them 20th place
out of 83 teams.
Despite the fact that the women’s track team
is young this year, with only two juniors and five
seniors on the 49 member team, coach Kevin
Cole has high hopes for the season.
“Our primary goal is always to win the
conference,” Cole said. “We would also like
to qualify a large number of individuals for
the national championships and place well at
nationals.”
Team captains are Sarah Multer (’09), Emily
Vander Meer (’09) and Nora Kuiper (’09), who is
a three-time MIAA champion and MIAA record
holder in the 100-meter dash and came in fifth in
the same event at the national championship.
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